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RECENTPRESS

½ 30 billion gallons Ą need300 million or more 
tons of plant material Ą 30 million acres

½ 300 million tons > the total weight of cars + light 
trucks sold in the U.S. over the past 10 years. 

½ "I think the biggest problem for everybody is 
how are we going to grow, gather, store, and 
treat the biomass," says Brent Erickson, lobbyist 
for the Biotechnology Industry Organization.
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HOW MUCH LAND FOR US FUEL?

Need an area 

only a little 

smaller than 

the state of 

Iowa (~30 

million acres)
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RECENTPRESSCONT.

½ The future of biofuels, therefore, probably looks 
like this: Farmers will grow millions of acres of 
switchgrass and other energy crops on land not 
taken out of food production. Those crops will 
help fight global warming and improve soil quality 
ōȅ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭΧ

½ ΧǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƭƻǿ-carbon fuels that 
ŀǊŜ ǎŜŀƳƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎΧ

½ In other words, over the long term, we're 
ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜǘƘŀƴƻƭΧ
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OVERVIEW

½ Case: Corn

¼ Carbon

¼ Nitrogen

¼ Water

½ Case : Miscanthus

½ Take home: Dedicated biofuel crops complement 
corn in Iowa
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IOWAENERGYCROPS: CORN

½ Iowa leads the nation in ethanol 

½ 26% of US production in 2008

½ 34 operating ethanol plants (4 currently idled)

½ 2.8 billion gallons of capacity 

½ = 2% of US gasoline use (137 billion gallons)

Source: Iowa Renewable Fuels Organization
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CORNAND CARBON8



CORNAND WATER9



CORNAND EROSION

Top soil lost from 

hill top in Central 

Iowa after years 

of erosion during 

continuous row 

cropping
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