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cortes speaks at second
world seed conference 

Global Seed Programs Leader Joe 

Cortes spoke at the 2nd World Seed 

Conference held September 8-10 at 

the Food and Agricultural Organization of 

the United Nations (FAO) headquarters in 

Rome, Italy. 

The event titled “Responding to the 

Challenges of a Changing World: The Role 

of New Plant Varieties and High Quality 

Seed in Agriculture” was designed for 

policy makers, government officials, plant 

breeders, seed specialists, researchers, 

and farmer and consumer organizations.

Cortes’ presentation “Overview 

of the Regulatory Framework in Seed 

Trade” was part of a session focusing 

on the facilitation of trade and market 

development under the responsibility 

of the Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development (OECD).

During the conference, speakers 

highlighted the critical role of new 

plant varieties and high quality seed in 

providing a dynamic and sustainable 

agriculture to meet future global 

challenges. They stressed that urgent 

government measures and increased 

public and private investment in the 

seed sector is necessary for the long 

term if agriculture is to meet upcoming 

challenges of food security in the context 

of population growth and climate change. 

The conference was organized by 

the FAO, OECD, International Union for 

the Protection of New Varieties of Plants 

(UPOV), International Seed Federation 

(ISF), and the International Seed Testing 

Association (ISTA).

Center Scientists facilitate sadc regional variety  
release catalogue workshop  
 
          Seed Science Center Global Seed 

Programs Leader Joe Cortes, 

Scientist Adelaida Harries, and IT 

Specialist and Scientist Yuh-Yuan Shyy 

facilitated a workshop on the Southern 

African Development Community (SADC) 

regional variety release catalogue October 

26-29 in Lusaka, Zambia.

 Attending the workshop were 

representatives from the private sector 

including the African Seed Trade 

Association (AFSTA) and from 13 SADC 

member countries. They included Angola, 

Botswana, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, 

Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, South 

Africa, Swaziland, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. 

Objectives of the meeting were to: 

1) analyze existing seed varieties on 

the national list based on information 

submitted by 10 SADC countries;  

2) identify varieties with different 

denominations that have been released 

in at least two countries and that are 

potential varieties for inclusion in the 

SADC catalogue; and 3) introduce and 

train attendees on a new Web-based 

software system being developed by 

the Iowa State University Seed Science 

Center. 

The software, being designed 

and implemented by Shyy, will allow 

applications for new variety releases in 

two countries to be entered on-line into 

the SADC variety release system. National 

seed authorities will also be able to use 

the system to operate their national 

variety release systems.   

“The outcome of this workshop was 

very significant,” said Cortes. “We made 

a great deal of progress in analyzing 

the national variety listings of the 10  

countries for future inclusion in the 

regional variety release catalogue,” he 

said. “It is one of the first crucial steps 

in providing access to seed of improved 

varieties to benefit farmers, breeders, and 

seed companies—the whole seed system.  

Add  to that the training, which signifies 

that this electronic system is becoming a 

reality, and it is clear that the momentum 

has begun. There is no doubt that this 

project will pick up speed and produce 

dramatic results.” 

Organized by Iowa State University 

and the International Crops Research 

Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics   

(ICRISAT), the workshop was part of 

the Southern African Seed Systems 

Development Initiative Project for the 

SADC countries. It was funded by USAID 

Southern Africa.  

    —World Seed Conference

Left: Seed Science 
Center Global Seed 
Programs Leader Joe 
Cortes addresses 
attendees of the 2nd 
World Seed Conference 
in Rome in September.  
Right: Yuh-Yuan Shyy 
(far left) and Adelaida 
Harries (center) pose in  
Lusaka, Zambia, 
with attendees of  
the SADC regional 
variety release 
catalogue workshop.

The Iowa State University seed 

conditioning tower located in the Seed 

Science Center is the only facility of its 

type devoted specifically to education 

and research in the nation.

Did you know?


